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PARISH ORGANISATIONS

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am
9.30am
Children

9.30am
9.30am
11am
5pm

Holy Communion (Order One in traditional language)
Parish Communion (Order One) or All-Age Communion
Coffee is served in Church House after this service
Junior Church (4-12yrs) in Church House
(also crèche for babies)
Holy Baptism (after due preparation)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Evening Service (see Weekly Bulletin for details)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
10.30am
Tuesday

Holy Communion
Holy and Saints' Days as announced

CHURCH OFFICIALS AND STAFF
Rector
The Reverend Matthew Stone
The Rectory, 14 Chambers Walk
Stanmore, HA7 4FN
020 8954 3876
rector@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
Readers
Jean Orpwood
Frances Westcott
Lydia McLean

020 3645 0491
020 8952 8665
020 8952 5990

Readers Emeriti
Michael Carmody
Dr Daphne Johnson
Dr John Mair

01895 831 472
020 8958 7892
020 8952 5044

Pastoral Assistants
Sylvia Daniels

020 8863 4080

Commissioned Children’s Minister
Beverley McKeon
020 8952 1936

Safeguarding Officer
Mark Lynch
Louise Gregory

07982 906833
07504 527118

Children’s Champion
Sue Wright

07958 499682

Churchwardens
Mark Lynch
Jane Prentice

07982 906833
07976 388958

Deputy Churchwardens
Susan Jones
07964 846148
Graham Nicholson
01923 226969
Hon Treasurer
Jennifer Neve

Mobile 07989 378840

Parish Administrator
Karen Stirrup
020 8954 7064
Parish Office, Church House,
Old Church Lane, Stanmore HA7 2QX
parish@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
www.stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk

Bell ringers
Peter Scott (Master)
01895 835 623
Elizabeth Bowen (Secretary) 020 8954 5360
Bereavement Visiting
Jean Orpwood

020 3645 0491

Bible Reading Fellowship
Carole White

020 8421 1510

Brownies
Jean Gregson

020 8952 2866
jean.gregson@hotmail.co.uk

Church Flowers
Peggy Simpson

020 8954 8606

Crèche
Grace Nicholson

01923 226969

Electoral Roll
Andrea Nicholson

01923 226969

Girl Guides
Heather Gregson

07900 056 402
heatherjg86@hotmail.co.uk
Sarra Angel
07743 964 777
Sarra_angel_101@hotmail.co.uk
Junior Church
Beverley McKeon

Mission to Seafarers
Valerie Banger

020 8951 4012

Parish Visiting Team
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Rainbows
Francesca Brissimatzakis
07743 040 588
(after 7pm )
cfbb17@hotmail.com
St John's Church of England School
Headteacher Mrs J Hester
020 8954 3978
Stanmore Hill, Stanmore HA7 3AD
Servers
Ian Walker

07947 070613
fixturerose@gmail.com

Social Committee
Marianne Wright

020 8952 1604

Stewardship – Gift Aid
Jennifer Neve
Home 01923 824364
Mobile 07989 378840
jenny.neve@googlemail.com
Tea & Chat
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Toddler Group
Edit Rees

020 8951 3893

Welcome & Café St Jean
Rosemary Mackenzie-Corby

020 8386 1640

020 8952 1936

Magazine – Editorial Team
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Jill Medcalf
020 8420 1514
Frances Westcott
020 8952 8665
Magazine – Advertisements
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Magazine – Distribution
Mick and Sheila Oliver
020 8954 4976
Music – Director of Music
Philip Rees
020 8951 3893
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Magazine preparation schedule
Deadline Sunday
Monday onwards
Weekend
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday & Sunday
(last in the month)

Desirable last date for contributions
Late entries considered; magazine compiled
Proof reading
Magazine sent for printing
Magazine available for distribution
Magazine on sale in church
and available for collection by deliverers

Deadline dates in 2019
15 September — 20 October — 17 November — 15 December

Copy for the magazine — PLEASE let the editor s know if mater ial
is going to be late and submit it in A5 format if it uses clever computer
techniques.
 Send it by EMAIL to the following address:
ea@bowen7.co.uk - jillmedcalf@gmail.com
 Place it on the table at the back of the church
 Give it to one of the editorial team (see inside back cover)
 Send or deliver it to
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore, HA7 3LU
19 Culverlands Close, off Green Lane, Stanmore HA7 3AG
Oakmere, Thornton Grove, Hatch End, HA5 4HG

To advertise in this magazine,
please contact the Advertising Manager –
Elizabeth Bowen – 020 8954 5360 – ea@bowen7.co.uk
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore HA7 3LU
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The Revd. Matthew Stone writes:
Dear Friends
September brings with it a whole number of emotions. There is that
“end of summer” feeling, when the playfulness and (some of) the
warmth of the past few months draws gently to a close, as the
seriousness of autumn and the approach of a long winter brood over
the horizon.
September is seen by many people as a month of new beginnings. As
the new school and college year starts, tens of thousands of people will
be going to school or college for the first time (including my four year
old daughter), many more will be starting in new classes or year
groups, and the teaching and lecturing staff will face a new year of targets and all the challenges which they bring. Each new school year
brings new opportunities for many people as well as new obstacles to
overcome, and so it is a time of looking forward with anticipation and
hope as well as some trepidation. It is not only for people connected
with the education sector that this sense of newness and looking forward is relevant. In our lives we all have times when there is a very
clear sense of things changing and moving on. Very little in life stays
the same these days, it seems.
At the centre of the Christian faith is the message that God is not only
the unchanging God that we sometimes refer to in some of our older
hymns but is also a God who is forever demonstrating new ways of
entering into relationship with us if we allow him to. God is a God of
change as well as a God of constancy. The Bible testifies to a gradual
awakening of an understanding amongst God’s people of how God
works. Time and again the people of the Bible are surprised at where
God can be found and how God can be seen to work, and in my
ministry that is something to which I would testify. We should expect
to see God working in what we might consider unlikely places and we
should expect God to work through unlikely people. It is, we believe,
God’s world that we live in, so it should not surprise us if we are sometimes taken aback at where we find signs of that presence.
3

FIXTUREROSE LIMITED
As we go into the future, we should never travel in fear that God is not
going to journey with us to the same degree as he journeyed with us in
the past. Instead we should look forward with a sense of anticipation
that we will discover God in the most unlikely of places and that we will
continue to be surprised that he travels with us in our newest of
experiences. We should be reminded of Jesus’ promise to his disciples
as recorded at the end of the gospel of Matthew: ‘I am with you always,
to the end of time.’ Let us live with and in that hope.
With every blessing as the new season begins.
Matthew

IAN WALKER, CAT, ATT
Tel: 01727 837379—fixturerose@gmail.com
ACCOUNTING — VAT RETURN — TAXATION
SELF ASSESSMENT
CHILDMINDER
Friendly, caring, trustworthy, locally based childminder
Available 7:30am-6:30pm Mon-Fri inc. school holidays
Very experienced in childcare, with lots of related qualifications
Good knowledge of Early Years Foundation Stage requirements

Competitive rates
For more information or to arrange an appointment
Please speak to Edit Rees on 020 8951 3893
or at café St Jean on Sunday

Tea and Chat
Tuesdays in Church House at 2.15pm
17th September - 'Tree Bridge Troupe'
A return visit of the group to
provide musical entertainment.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Editing the magazine
The current editors would very much like to find
someone willing to help with the editing
— ideally someone familiar with using a computer —
in particular Publisher — but instruction can be given.
The more editors there are the less each one has to do.
If you are interested, please get in touch with Elizabeth Bowen.
See back inside cover for contact details.

4
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*
RELATE
Having family problems?

Junior Church Column
Beverley McKeon, Junior Church
Leader

Call 020 8427 8694
and take the first step
to resolving your
family problems
with Relate
family counselling
*

Junior Church is now getting back to normal after the
summer holidays. The children will now be in their new
groups where they will enjoy seeing their old friends and
meeting new ones.
Our worship will continue following the same
pattern as before using Scripture Union
material.
We will all meet together first to open
our worship with the
lighting of the candle,
prayer, collection and
singing before we break off into
our small groups for our story,
craft and games.

The Groups are as follows:Bubbles - for babies and toddlers
Splash – for children in Pre School to Year 2
Xstream – for children in Year 3 to Year 6
Grid – for youth in year 7 and above (2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month)
Now the new term has started I will have everyone’s
forms with me for you to check and update any
20
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information such as your contact numbers or children’s
medical conditions. Please also inform me of any changes
if they occur during the year.
Our Praise and Worship will continue in Church House on
a Sunday at 9.30am so bring your children along and see
what exciting things we have planned.

The Knots prayer
Loving Father remove the 'have nots, can nots and do nots'
that are in my mind.

Intercessions
We are blessed at St John’s by a faithful congregational
team who prepare the intercessions for the Parish Eucharist,
mostly on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.
In recent weeks our number has reduced due either to
illness or moving from the parish. We always wish to
encourage new people to join this team, whether they have
prior experience of this important part of our worship, or
not.
Would you like to consider joining this small team? Help and
encouragement with any preparation is available and we
welcome discussing your possible involvement with you,
before you commit to be a part of the team. Do please
speak either to me or the Rector for further information.

I am sure there were myriad hopes and fears swirling around in the night
sky on September 3rd 1939. No doubt King George VI and his wife
Queen Elizabeth shared those fears, but equally the hope of
deliverance was never far from their lips. However, such hope needed to
be cemented, through faithful commitment to God and to the principles
of peace, freedom and justice. The enemy was not the German people,
but the evil tyranny of Nazism. Unfortunately, as is the case in war,
innocent civilians on both sides were caught up in the conflict.
Today, eighty years on, our nation stands at a crossroads. We are facing
a host of social and political challenges, in which it is difficult to forecast
the future with any degree of certainty. While clearly unwise to draw
close parallels with September 1939, it is true nonetheless that our
society is under attack from a number of malign forces, both visible and
online. For instance, we face a continual threat from violent religious
extremists, as well as from cyberterrorism. Gun and knife attacks have
risen sharply and we learn that drug crime has spread its tentacles
beyond the big cities.
As is so often the case, it is easier to recognize the symptoms than to find
a remedy for the nation’s ills. Such a remedy will involve tackling the
root causes of our problems. Maybe our society is sick and confused,
because basically it is divided and not united. Instead, we need to listen
to and to engage with one another, rather than to chase the prevailing
winds of overblown rhetoric and banner headlines.
In an age of slick presentation and instant communication, let us pause
and seek out the silent spaces, where God’s love shines in the trembling
heart of vulnerability and uncertainty. In September 2019 may our
nation’s hopes and fears be met “in Thee tonight”.
To quote King George VI: “May He bless and keep us all”.

Jean Orpwood — 020 3645 0491

6
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Jonny and Jenna Rapson - our new curate and his wife
Frances Westcott
Jonny was born in Scotland but the family moved to Uxbridge when he
was two years old. His father was in the RAF so he had different
postings. Jonny was lucky in that the family remained in Uxbridge
after the move from Scotland, so his schooling wasn’t disrupted. His
older sisters, Hazel and Jasmine, were moved around more often.

Jonny attended Bishop Ramsey School. On leaving school, he spent a
year at Soul Survivor in Watford. He knew that he wanted to go into
Christian ministry of some kind and was already considering
ordination but he felt he needed to explore other avenues of ministry
first. He did a variety of jobs while at Soul Survivor, including a
placement at the local parish church.
On leaving Soul Survivor, he was offered a year’s apprenticeship at his
own parish church, St. Margaret’s, Uxbridge. During this year, he lived
at home to keep down his living costs. The rector at St. Margaret’s had
known him for many years and was happy to sponsor him for
ordination. During his year there, he led the 9am Sunday School, did
some preaching and also led a number of worship services. In addition,
during this year, he was meeting with the DDO (Diocesan Director of
Ordinands) and was eventually called to a BAP (Bishops’ Advisory
Panel) to be assessed as a possible ordinand. As he could not assume
that he would be selected for ordination, he did not feel able to apply for
any permanent jobs at the end of his year at St Margaret’s, so he took on
an apprenticeship at Cowley St Lawrence primary school,
doing office work and other useful jobs. On being selected, he attended
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford to complete his three-year training for
ordination. He enjoyed his time there and, in his last year, he decided to
specialise in the New Testament, with particular emphasis on the letter
to the Hebrews, not an easy book!
Some time ago, Jonny created an on-line ministry on the social media
site Instagram which brings together people in different parts of the
world who listen to Christian Heavy Metal music. That has now been
running for over a year. Jonny loves music and enjoys playing the
guitar, both electric and acoustic. He also writes his own compositions
for guitar.
18
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KIRKWOODS - SOLICITORS
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA No 79929

We specialise in
House sale and purchase
Remortgages
Landlord and tenant

Business advice
Wills and probate
Death duty tax planning
Divorce and family problems

41a CHURCH ROAD, STANMORE HA7 4AB

Tel: 020 8954 8555 - Fax: 020 8954 4124
info@kirkwoods-solicitors.co.uk

BERNAYS MEMORIAL HALL

25 The Broadway,
STANMORE HA7 4DA
www.bernaysmemorialhall.org.uk

Bookings: 07954 230 210

THE STANMORE SOCIETY
Exists to serve the place where you
live
ITS STRENGTH DEPENDS
ON YOUR SUPPORT

Membership Secretary :
10 Hewett Close, Stanmore HA7 3BW

Tel: 07947 423 215
aqenterprise26@gmail.com

DCG Electrical Services
Building Regulations
Part P Approved Contractor

Additional lighting and sockets - Full/part rewires
Inspection and testing - Fault finding - Fusebox upgrades
David Gosden
dcg.electrical@btinternet.com
8

01923 672400
07501 337223

“The task will be hard. There may be dark days ahead, and war can
no longer be confined to the battlefield, but we can only do the right
as we see the right, and reverently commit our cause to God. If one
and all we keep resolutely faithful to it, ready for whatever service or
sacrifice it may demand, then with God’s help, we shall prevail. May
He bless and keep us all”. (King George VI, September 3 1939).
John ALBIN - Our Canterbury Correspondent
The humble radio. Only a few hours before the King’s Speech, everyone
had gathered around the ‘wireless’. In homes and village halls they were
waiting and wondering. Even at this late hour, could it still be avoided?
Then came the Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain’s sombre and
shattering words. All hopes were dashed. A leaden weight seemed to
drop from the tranquil Sunday sky.
The slogan “Peace in our time” now sounded very hollow. The bubble of
hope had burst and the country was at war with Nazi Germany. At a key
moment in the nation’s history King George VI, whose speech
impediment is well documented, summoned his people to stand calm, firm
and united in this time of trial.
The King’s halting delivery, far from obscuring his message, seems to
give it greater poignancy and impact. Perhaps we are made more aware
of the content because of the silent pauses or ‘spaces’ between his words.
Not only do the silences reveal the King’s own personal struggle and
vulnerability, but I think they reflect the uncertainty and fear of his
countrymen at that time.
“The task will be hard. There may be dark days ahead”. He is starkly
realistic about the oncoming conflict; everyone will need to be “ready for
whatever service or sacrifice it may demand”. As the war progresses that
phrase would take on deeper significance, with families separated from
their loved ones, homes destroyed and many lives lost. Sacrifice indeed.
Whenever I sing the carol ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’
reminded of the line,

I am always

“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight”.
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HALL FOR HIRE
CHURCH HOUSE, OLD CHURCH LANE,
STANMORE HA7 2QX
CHURCH HOUSE HALL AND GROUNDS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

He is looking forward to his curacy here at St John’s and already feels
welcome. It is early days yet to know what he will do in the future, but
he is attracted by the idea of parish ministry and also chaplaincy, having
done a placement in a prison, though he would not necessarily go into
prison chaplaincy.
Jonny met his wife Jenna when they were both seventeen, through
mutual friends.

Jenna attended Ruislip High School. She is an only child. Her family
lived in South Ruislip where they attended St Mary’s, Ruislip. She
helped with Brownies, Sunday School and also helped at a primary
school. On leaving Ruislip High, she attended Harrow Weald College
for two years studying Photography, Art and Design. Although she
loves photography and art, she realised that it is difficult to make a
living at it, unless one is very lucky, so she did a number of courses in
Child Care and has now passed Level 3. She works full-time at an EYE
(Early Years Education) nursery.
In her spare time, Jenna loves drawing and painting especially in watercolours, though she is very modest about her ability. She and Jonny both
enjoy cooking and baking. They were married at St Margaret’s,
Uxbridge, in August 2016 so they will soon be celebrating three years of
marriage. We hope they will both be very happy with us here at
St.John’s for the next three years..

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

The Church of St John the Evangelist

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE

Great Stanmore

ON 020 8954 7064 OR EMAIL:
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PARISH@STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK

is open each day from 9am until dark

WWW.STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK

Visitors welcome

9

St John the Evangelist – Great Stanmore
The ruined red brick church (1632) is open to visitors
from April to September
on alternate Saturdays
from 2pm to 4pm
Visitors are welcomed by two stewards, who offer them written guides
and postcards, tell them about the ruin and show them round, if they
wish. Some visitors live round the corner; others come from the other
side of the world. It is always interesting to meet them.
You can choose which days you are on duty (only 1 or 2 per season).
If you would like to be a steward or just to learn more about what is
involved, please contact Graham Denman — 01923 840675
All are welcome

25

8pm
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If you enjoy reading the articles sent in by other readers, please
make your own contribution. Just one piece from each of you each
year would make for a more interesting magazine — a description
of an excursion or holiday, a review of an exhibition, a book, a
film or a play – anything you like with a picture if possible.
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Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester,
Spiritual Writer, 1626
Sergei of Radonezh, Russian Monastic
Reformer, Teacher, 1392
Home Group (KP)

Thursday

Wilson Carlile, Founder of the Church Army,
1942

8-9.30pm

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
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Friday

28

Saturday

29

Sunday

30

Liven up the magazine !

Wednesday

Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Congregation
of the Mission [Lazarists], 1660

MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS OR
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

8am
9.30am
11am
12.30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
New Wine Lunch in Church House

Monday

Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher,
420

Older members of the parish will remember Edward Carpenter, our
Rector in the ninety forties and fifties, before he went on to be a
Canon, and subsequently Dean, of Westminster Abbey.
He was very short-sighted, and a letter to the Daily Telegraph
records that one morning, returning to the Deanery after earlymorning service, he ran into a burglar, just coming out of the
house, and greeted him with “Oh! Aren’t you staying for
breakfast?”
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Tuesday

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary,
11179

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

1.15pm
2.15pm
18

Wednesday

3.30pm
19

Thursday
7.30pm
8-9.30pm

20

Little Fishers Babies & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat

Friday

Wolstenholme Study Group
Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canerbury,
690

The Annual Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning will again be
organised by Doreen Pay at the Hatch End Tennis Club where you
will be assured of a warm welcome.

John Coleridge Patteson, first Bishop of
Melanesia, and his Companions, Martyrs,
1871

As well as coffee, tea and cake being served there will be a Bring and
Buy, Homemade Cakes and Produce, Tombola, Raffle and Plant stall.

MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

More than 140 people attended last year's nationwide Coffee Morning
and over £2,918 was raised to help those living with cancer. It would
be great to welcome you to this very popular annual event - please put
the date in your diary now.

Saturday
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Sunday

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins

Monday

24

Tuesday
10.30am
1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm
8pm

Friday 27 September 2019
from 10.30am to 12.30
at Hatch End Tennis Club,
20 Clonard Way, HA5 4BU

PCC Meeting (in Church House)
Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
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Macmillan Biggest Coffee
Morning in the World 2019

See you at Hatch End on Friday 27 September

Postcards used and unused

BCP Holy Communion
Little Fishers Babies & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat
Home Group (JP)
Home Group (PS)

MAF is a charitable organization which sends light aircraft into
remote areas of the world to give support to local communities. As a
small part of their fundraising projects for this cause, they collect used
and unused postcards which are sold.
At Tea & Chat it was decided that this was something we could help
with and we have been provided with a special box for our collection.
If you have a few postcards which you could donate please hand them to
me or Sylvia. Thank you.
Sheila Oliver
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Church Diary for September 2019
1

Sunday
8am
9.30am
11am
11.45am
8pm

2

Monday

ELEVENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

9

Monday

10

Tuesday

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
Holy Communion

10.30am
1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Compline
Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 and 1942
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3

Tuesday

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome,
Teacher, 604

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

2.15pm
4

Wednesday

5

Thursday
8-9.30pm

6

Friday

7

Saturday

Tea and Chat
Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester [Oxon], Apostle
of Wessex, 650

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
Allen Gardiner, Founder of the South American
Mission Society, 1851

Sunday
8am
9.30am
11am
5pm

12

Home Group (FW)
Home Group (JP)
Home Group (PS)
Home Group (KP)
Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
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Friday

14

Saturday

15

Sunday

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion
All-Age Service
Battle of Britain Service

5pm
TWELTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins

Little Fishers Babies & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat

Thursday
8-9.30pm

16
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BCP Holy Communion

Wednesday
8pm

12

Charles Fuge Lowder, Priest, 1880

Monday

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople,
Teacher, 407
HOLY CROSS DAY

Evensong
Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the
Picts, c. 432432
Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, Tractarian,
1882

Engage [Speaker - The Revd Rod Gr een]
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