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Great Stanmore
October 2019
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Price 50p
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am
9.30am
Children

Holy Communion (Order One in traditional language)
Parish Communion (Order One) or All-Age Communion
Coffee is served in Church House after this service
Junior Church (4-12yrs) in Church House
(also crèche for babies)
Holy Baptism (after due preparation)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Evening Service (see Weekly Bulletin for details)

9.30am
9.30am
11am
5pm

WEEKDAY SERVICES
10.30am
Tuesday

Holy Communion
Holy and Saints' Days as announced

CHURCH OFFICIALS AND STAFF
Rector
The Reverend Matthew Stone
The Rectory, 14 Chambers Walk
Stanmore, HA7 4FN
020 8954 3876
rector@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
Assistant Curate
The Revd Jonny Rapson
020 8954 7064
Jonny.rapson@london.anglican.org

Readers
Jean Orpwood
Frances Westcott
Lydia McLean

020 3645 0491
020 8952 8665
020 8952 5990

Readers Emeriti
Michael Carmody
Dr Daphne Johnson
Dr John Mair

01895 831 472
020 8958 7892
020 8952 5044

Pastoral Assistant
Sylvia Daniels

020 8863 4080

Commissioned Children’s Minister
Beverley McKeon
020 8952 1936

Bell Ringers
Peter Scott (Master)
01895 835 623
Elizabeth Bowen (Secretary) 020 8954 5360
Bereavement Visiting
Jean Orpwood

020 3645 0491

Bible Reading Fellowship
Carole White

020 8421 1510

Brownies
Jean Gregson

020 8952 2866
jean.gregson@hotmail.co.uk

Church Flowers
Peggy Simpson

020 8954 8606

Electoral Roll
Andrea Nicholson

01923 226969

Girl Guides
Heather Gregson

Safeguarding Officers
Mark Lynch
Louise Gregory

07982 906833
07504 527118

Children’s Champion
Sue Wright

07958 499682

Churchwardens
Mark Lynch
Jane Prentice

07982 906833
07976 388958

Deputy Churchwardens
Susan Jones
07964 846148
Graham Nicholson
01923 226969
Hon Treasurer
Jennifer Neve

07900 056 402
heatherjg86@hotmail.co.uk
Sarra Angel
07743 964 777
Sarra_angel_101@hotmail.co.uk
Junior Church
Beverley McKeon

020 8952 1936

Magazine – Editorial Team
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Jill Medcalf
020 8420 1514
Frances Westcott
020 8952 8665
Magazine – Advertisements
Elizabeth Bowen
020 8954 5360
Magazine – Distribution
Mick and Sheila Oliver
020 8954 4976

Mission to Seafarers
Valerie Banger

020 8951 4012

Parish Visiting Team
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Rainbows
Francesca Brissimatzakis
07743 040 588
(after 7pm )
cfbb17@hotmail.com
St John's Church of England School
Headteacher Mrs J Hester
020 8954 3978
Stanmore Hill, Stanmore HA7 3AD
Servers
Ian Walker

07947 070613
fixturerose@gmail.com

Social Committee
Marianne Wright

020 8952 1604

Stewardship – Gift Aid
Jennifer Neve
Home 01923 824364
Mobile 07989 378840
jenny.neve@googlemail.com
Tea & Chat
Sylvia Daniels
Sheila Oliver

020 8863 4080
020 8954 4976

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Edit Rees
020 8951 3893
Welcome & Café St Jean
Rosemary Mackenzie-Corby

020 8386 1640

Music – Director of Music
Philip Rees
020 8951 3893

Mobile 07989 378840

Parish Administrator
Karen Stirrup
020 8954 7064
Parish Office, Church House,
Old Church Lane, Stanmore HA7 2QX
parish@stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
www.stjohnschurchstanmore.org.uk
Office hours—9am-2pm Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday

Cover drawings by Peter Williams
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Magazine preparation schedule
Deadline Sunday
Monday onwards
Weekend
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday & Sunday
(last in the month)

Desirable last date for contributions
Late entries considered; magazine compiled
Proof reading
Magazine sent for printing
Magazine available for distribution
Magazine on sale in church
and available for collection by deliverers

Deadline dates in 2019
20 October — 17 November — 15 December

Copy for the magazine — PLEASE let the editor s know if mater ial
is going to be late and submit it in A5 format if it uses clever computer
techniques.
 Send it by EMAIL to the following address:
ea@bowen7.co.uk - jillmedcalf@gmail.com
 Place it on the table at the back of the church
 Give it to one of the editorial team (see inside back cover)
 Send or deliver it to
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore, HA7 3LU
19 Culverlands Close, off Green Lane, Stanmore HA7 3AG
Oakmere, Thornton Grove, Hatch End, HA5 4HG

To advertise in this magazine,
please contact the Advertising Manager –
Elizabeth Bowen – 020 8954 5360 – ea@bowen7.co.uk
7 Masefield Avenue, Stanmore HA7 3LU
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The Revd. Ken Peters writes:
The world has witnessed the truly phenomenal spectacle of the
millions of people who took to the streets for climate change protests.
Predominantly led by young people, they cry out for change in policies
and actions that release so many greenhouse gasses into our
environment. If we pursue those same destructive policies, it is they
who will have to live with the consequences of disastrous climate
change.
This description of the global protests held on Friday 20th September is
inadequate to describe what happened because it was not akin to the
Olympic games, something performed by someone else at which we
are spectators. Rather it was a call for collective and coordinated action
to transform the economic and geo-political norms that have locked us
into our destructive behaviour.
These protests were reported on the BBC in a very telling way because
the following news item was about the probable collapse of the holiday
company Thomas Cook into administration, leaving several thousand
holidaymakers stranded and in need of flights home. The juxtaposition
of these two news items was alarming and for me it highlighted the
question, ‘what do we want and what do we need’? It suggests an
immediate radical change to our individual behaviour in order to avert
a catastrophe. I am no angel among the ranks of people who know
something must be done because, frankly, I am ashamed of my own
carbon footprint which is significantly more than most. I am, however,
committed to the understanding that there remains a huge disconnect
between the demands for political action and a set of clearly defined,
practical policies, to mitigate the damage. The damage that unthinking
human activity, driven by consumerism, aimed at immediate
satisfaction, has contributed to the situation that we are on course to
break thought a 3% rise in global temperature. This will expose many
of the world’s costal communities, vulnerable to rising sea levels and
major increases in storm strength across the globe. This is undeniable
and calls into question the economic model based on growth.
3

In this context I ask you to consider Genesis 1:27-28. Giving humanity
dominium over the world, with the instruction to rule over it, carries
significant responsibility for its health and wellbeing. The world is not
ours to do what we want with, rather it is entrusted into our care. We are
the stewards of this world and the exercise of this stewardship requires
us to embrace sacrificial service to ensure the sustainability of what we
are responsible for. This is precisely what the protests highlighting
global climate change are about. Our young people are demanding a
fundamental change in our attitudes. Remember the adage, ‘if you
always do what you always did, you will always get what you always
got.’ We are being called upon to offer our sacrificial, sustainable
stewardship to engage in radical change for the good of creation and in
fulfillment of the biblical mandate and imperative.

Tea and Chat
Tuesdays in Church House at 2.15pm
29th October - Sainsbury's Celebrates 150 Years
A talk by the local manager, Bhamini Malviya

ALL ARE WELCOME

The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis.
Clive Staples Lewis,1898 – 1963, was a Fellow and Tutor in English
literature at Oxford University until 1954, before his election to the
Chair of Medieval and Renaissance English at Cambridge University,
which he held until his retirement. He wrote more than 30 books,
including The Chronicles of Narnia, The Cosmic Trilogy, The Four
Loves, Mere Christianity and The Screwtape Letters, sub-titled Letters
from a Senior to a Junior Devil and claiming to give a view of our world
from the dark depths of hell. This requires a certain agility of mind. The
book is amusing, yet truly reverent.
In his preface C. S. Lewis advises his readers that the devil is a liar and
that there is wishful thinking in Hell as well as on earth.
The main characters are Screwtape and Wormwood. Screwtape is a
formidable demon: subtle, smart, arrogant, clever, hate-filled and
vicious, with no love or regard for human beings. He refers to God as the
“Enemy” and Satan as “Our Father Below”. A bureaucrat well versed in
history, rules and regulations, he is an ardent patriot to his cause. Wormwood is Screwtape’s incompetent nephew, serving under his tutelage. He
is irresponsible, lazy and immature. God is characterised as an everpresent, powerful being, capable of loving “human vermin”. He is
distinguished by actually caring for and responding to their thoughts,
needs and concerns. However, God has left human beings with the
abiiity to choose, which is where Screwtape tries to get a foothold.
My Home Group, like others before us, is currently studying The
Screwtape Letters, finding it a rich resource for deep thought on the
nature of truth, temptation, and relationships, while stimulating discussion and laughter.
If you would like to recommend a book or film that has impressed you,
do share your thoughts in St John’s magazine. Such a series would
stimulate wide-ranging interest.
Pat Stevens
Sources: The Screwtape Letters, C. S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters
Study Guide.
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Christian Hallows and Samhain – 31st October
Halloween was when King Crispin, or Saint Crispin invited guests for
‘boot baldrics’. Dressed in regal robes and flourishing a sceptre, he wore
a heavy chain with a medallion depicting a boot, as patron saint of
Cordwainers, who work with Cordwain [ie Cordovan leather from
Spain]. The special guests were boot and shoe makers, dressed of course
in their best boots or shoes. The festival included a game of Hunt the
Slipper when a traditional song rang out:
Cobbler, cobbler,
Mend my shoe!
Make it all anew.
Three stitches will do.
Exuberant players including a hobby horse acted a St George play
before the ‘soul cakes’ were served with the chant;
Souling, Souling, for soul cakes we go,
One for Peter, two for Paul,
Three for Him who made us all.
If you haven’t got a cake, an apple will do,
If you haven’t got an apple give a pear or two.
If you haven’t got a pear, then God bless you.
Source: Medieval Holidays and Festivities, Madelainen Pelner Cosman

Junior Church Column
Beverley McKeon, Junior Church
Leader
Autumn has arrived and we are all now settled back into
our groups.
This month we had the story of being a good steward and
we discussed being honest and added leaves to our
honesty tree.
Some quotes were:Don’t tell lies
Do the right thing
Always tell the truth
Hand things in if you find them
Don’t keep things that don’t belong to you
It has been lovely to welcome some new families at
Church and we look forward to them joining us in Junior
Church.
Youth Group keep the date

Liven up the magazine !
If you enjoy reading the articles sent in by other readers, please
make your own contribution. Just one piece from each of you each
year would make for a more interesting magazine — a description
of an excursion or holiday, a review of an exhibition, a book, a
film or a play – anything you like with a picture if possible.
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Youth group event will be the fireworks on 8th November
at the rugby club.
Our Praise and Worship will
continue in Church House on a
Sunday at 9.30am so bring your
children along and see what
exciting things we have planned.
5

To Autumn by John Keats

KIRKWOODS - SOLICITORS
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA No 79929

We specialise in
House sale and purchase
Remortgages
Landlord and tenant

Business advice
Wills and probate
Death duty tax planning
Divorce and family problems

41a CHURCH ROAD, STANMORE HA7 4AB

Tel: 020 8954 8555 - Fax: 020 8954 4124
info@kirkwoods-solicitors.co.uk

BERNAYS MEMORIAL HALL

25 The Broadway,
STANMORE HA7 4DA
www.bernaysmemorialhall.org.uk

Bookings: 07954 230 210

THE STANMORE SOCIETY
Exists to serve the place where you
live
ITS STRENGTH DEPENDS
ON YOUR SUPPORT

Membership Secretary :
10 Hewett Close, Stanmore HA7 3BW

Tel: 07947 423 215
aqenterprise26@gmail.com

DCG Electrical Services
Building Regulations
Part P Approved Contractor

Additional lighting and sockets - Full/part rewires
Inspection and testing - Fault finding - Fusebox upgrades
David Gosden
dcg.electrical@btinternet.com
6

01923 672400
07501 337223

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.
Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;
Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,
Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep
Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a cyder-press, with patient look,
Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours.
Where are the songs of spring? Ay, Where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,—
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
19

*
RELATE
Having family problems?
Call 020 8427 8694
and take the first step
to resolving your
family problems
with Relate
family counselling
*

A Very Short Canterbury Tale.
Saturday 14th September 2019 was a splendidly warm late summer's
day in Canterbury. In our little micro-climate of East Kent, late summer
generally lingers into very late September or early October, even in less
warmer years than we have experienced this year.
After many months of talking and planning, Peter Williams,
Pat Stevens, Pat's friend Joseph from Trinidad, and I finally took to the
modern Pilgrims' Way, piled into Peter's car and set off around the M25
and along the A2 and M2, arriving in Canterbury mid-morning.
We chose this particular day because it ,was the annual "Hop
Hoodening Festival of East Kent", where the East Kent Morris Men and
Women are joined by Morris and Country Dancers from all over Kent
and beyond to celebrate this ancient festival and give thanks for a
successful Hop Harvest.
The festivities started with a Thanksgiving Service in Canterbury
Cathedral, followed by an hour of dancing outside, but within the
Cathedral Precincts, which sadly had limited public access, unless you
are a Canterbury resident, on a guided tour, or attending a service. At
the end of the display, we met up with my Mother, Jill Johnson, a
Canterbury resident, who, using her usual powers of persuasion
managed to get us access to the precincts for the rest of the day.

After a quick snack for lunch, we watched an hour's display by several
groups of dancers in the Burgate, one of Canterbury's oldest and
narrowest streets. Peter managed to do several of his famous sketches
of the event, whilst Joseph had his video camera running.. There were
tourists from all over the World among the crowd of onlookers. All
seemed enthralled by this very English tradition, sporting sprigs of hops
in their hair. Everyone is welcome to share in these ancient festivities.
After some refreshments and a stroll around the town and along the
River Stour, where many were enjoying guided rowing boat tours, we
returned to the Cathedral for Evensong. The service lasted for almost
one hour and was presided over by the Dean of Canterbury. Most of the
18

7

Religious Tolerance
In the April issue Peter Williams described his visit to Brixham. When
he was there he saw the statue of William of Orange, who landed with
his army in 1688, on his way to depose his father-in-law King James II.
Peter described his St. Luke's walk adventures in the July issue. On this
visit he passed the Farfield Quaker Meeting House, which was built in
1689.
An obituary for Bishop Peter Ball, the disgraced Bishop of Lewes and
Gloucester, states that he is the first Anglican Bishop to be imprisoned
since 1688, when James II committed seven Bishops to the Tower of
London, for their opposition to his Declaration of Indulgence.
What was going on in this period?
James II was perceived as having Roman Catholic sympathies, and the
history we have received welcomes his replacement, which ensured a
Protestant succession. Perhaps we should reconsider this.
At Jordans, Beaconsfield, Bucks, stands another early Quaker Meeting
House, built in 1688. Quakers had met previously in the area since 1659,
and risked having their meetings disrupted, but the Declaration of
Indulgence, which James II passed in 1687, gave them the right to
worship freely, independently of the Church of England. Other
Christians including Roman Catholics, and Jews and Moslems were
given the same rights. The Declaration extended tolerance to all, not just
to James' particular allegiance, and was the act of a tolerant king, in
marked contrast to how he is conventionally considered.
MSO

The Church of St John the Evangelist
Great Stanmore
is open each day from 9am until dark
Visitors welcome
8
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FIXTUREROSE LIMITED
IAN WALKER, CAT, ATT
Tel: 01727 837379—fixturerose@gmail.com
ACCOUNTING — VAT RETURN — TAXATION
SELF ASSESSMENT
CHILDMINDER
Friendly, caring, trustworthy, locally based childminder
Available 7:30am-6:30pm Mon-Fri inc. school holidays
Very experienced in childcare, with lots of related qualifications
Good knowledge of Early Years Foundation Stage requirements

Competitive rates

service consisted of the Choir singing psalms, and we all joined in a
hymn at the end of the service. This traditional service was very
uplifting, reflective and spiritual, which was perfectly in keeping with
the ancient surroundings where so many pilgrims and worshippers have
passed over the centuries.
Before returning to the car, we had an early evening meal at one of the
city's newer bar restaurants which fitted well into its more historical
setting.
It was a pleasure to spend a day in the area where I grew up, which in
my teenage and early adult years I took for granted. Sharing its many
delights with friends from elsewhere has renewed my own appreciation
for my English home.
http://www.Canterbury-Cathedral.org

http://www.ekmm.org.uk

For more information or to arrange an appointment
Please speak to Edit Rees on 020 8951 3893
or at café St Jean on Sunday

Editing the magazine
The current editors would very much like to find
someone willing to help with the editing
— ideally someone familiar with using a computer —
in particular Publisher — but instruction can be given.
The more editors there are the less each one has to do.
If you are interested, please get in touch with Elizabeth Bowen.
See back inside cover for contact details.
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Postcards used and unused
Thank you to everyone who has handed in postcards for our collection
in support of the charity MAF.
I am pleased to report that, due to the enthusiastic response, our first
box is full up and I am awaiting its collection by someone from the
organisation.
We shall continue to have a box and I am still happy to receive any
unwanted postcards.
Many thanks for your support.
Sheila Oliver
9

HALL FOR HIRE
CHURCH HOUSE, OLD CHURCH LANE,
STANMORE HA7 2QX
CHURCH HOUSE HALL AND GROUNDS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
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Wednesday
8pm

24

Home Group (KP)

Thursday
8-9.30pm

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome

25

Friday

Crispin and Crispinian, Martyrs at Rome, c. 287

26

Saturday

27

Sunday

LAST SUNDAY after TRINITY

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion*
Parish Communion*
Matins

Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons,
Scholar, 890; Cedd, A bbot of L astingham,
Bishop of the East Saxons, 664

* The Revd Rachel Phillips to preside
28

Monday

SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES

29

Tuesday

James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa, Martyr in Uganda, 1885

10.30am

BCP Holy Communion

1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm
8pm

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE
ON 020 8954 7064 OR EMAIL:

30

Wednesday

31

Thursday

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat
Home Group (JP)
Home Group (PH)

PARISH@STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK
WWW.STJOHNSCHURCHSTANMORE.ORG.UK

8-9.30pm

10

Martin Luther, Reformer, 1546

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome

15

15

Tuesday

Teresa of Avila, Teacher, 1582

10.30am

CW Holy Communion

1.15pm
2.15pm
8pm
16

Wednesday

2pm
3.30pm
17
18

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat
Home Group (PH)
Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, and Hugh
Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, Reformation
Martyrs, 1555
Bentley Wood High School Visit 2
Wolstenholme Study Group

Thursday

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c. 107

8-9.30pm

Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome

Friday

LUKE THE EVANGELIST

9.15am

Bentley Wood High School Visit 3

13.45pm

Bentley Wood High School Visit 4
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Saturday

20

Sunday

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY

8am
9.30am
11am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins

5pm
21

Henry Martyn, Translator of the Scriptures,
Missionary in India and Persia, 1812

Evensong

Monday

Hello Everyone.
Remember me? I just wanted to thank you all for your friendship and
support. My foster Mum, Janet, brought me to meet you all and I
enjoyed the fuss you made of me. I was a bit noisy in church and I want
to apologise for that. I met so many people, I visited Brownies, Junior
Church, schools and travelled quite a bit too.
I left my foster Mum and went
into London. I didn’t really
like it as they wouldn’t let me
play with the other puppies.
Then they took me to
Redbridge and my trainer there
was Che. He was great fun.
We had an open day there, and
Che was Captain Sparrow and
I was his sidekick and we did a
display for everyone, I wore a
costume too (a neckerchief). I
then decided on a career
change. I didn’t like walking
the same journeys every day,
which for a Guide dog is not
really suitable, so they are
going to find me a lovely
home near fields and open
spaces with a lovely family.
I just wanted to let you all know that I very much appreciated your
friendship and support.
God Bless. Woof, woof xx
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Tuesday
10.30am

1.15pm
2.15pm
14

BCP Holy Communion

Little Fishers Parents & Toddlers Group
Tea and Chat
11

Church Diary for October 2019

8

Tuesday
10.30am
1.15pm
2.15pm

1

Tuesday

Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the
Franks, 533; Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of
Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1865

10.30am

CW Holy Communion (by extension)

1.15pm
2.15pm

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday
8-9.30pm

4

Friday

5

Saturday

8pm

9

8pm
10

Sunday
8am
10am
12 noon
8pm

7

12

Monday

Thursday
8-9.30pm

George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, Ecumenist,
Peacemaker, 1958
Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
Francis of Assisi, Friar, Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226

11

12

HARVEST FESTIVAL (TRINITY 16)
Holy Communion
All-Age Harvest Festival
Harvest Lunch in Church House - Tickets in
advance
Compline

Home Group (JP)

Denys, Bishop of Paris, and his Companions,
Martyrs, c. 250; Robert Grosseteste, Bishop
of Lincoln, Philosopher, Scientist, 1253
Home Group (KP)
Paulinus, Bishop of York, Missionary, 644;
Thomas Treherne, Poet Spiritual Writer, 1674
Bell Ringing Practice – newcomers welcome
Ethelberga, Abbess of Barking 675; James the
Deacon, Companion of Paulinus, 7th century

9.30am

St John’s School Harvest Service

Saturday

Sunday
8am
9.30am
11am
11.45am
5pm

14

Little Fishers Parent & Toddler Group
Tea and Chat

Friday

6.30pm
13

6

Wednesday

BCP Holy Communion

Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709;
Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, 1845; Edith
Cavell, Nurse, 1915
Deanery Choirs’ Festival
at St Mary’s Harrow-on-the-Hill
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY after TRINITY
Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Matins
Matins Communion
Engage - Speaker - Mary Rimmer

Monday
9.15am

Bentley Wood High School Visit 1
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